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desirable one provided assured successes are at one end of the 
curve and the potential failures at the other. The real problem, 
then, is whether the college entrance examinations are adequate 
to the task of selecting those who are qualified for college work and 
eliminating those who will fail. The accumulating evidence goes 
to show that their predictive A'alue for this purpose is much too 
low to inspire confidence. The author of this monograph is no 
doubt aware that this is the vital issue though .his discussion 
is limited to the character of the distribution of marks and the 
suggestion that "some approximation to the normal curve offers 
the best basis for solving present irregularities." 

T . . . ,„,. . V. A. C. Henmon 

Umverstty of Wisconsin 

January 23, 1922 

FRANCE, P REM 1 ERE ANN&E DE FRANC AIS. Methode 
directe de francais avec notation phon^tique par Mme et 
M. G. H. Camerlynck. Pp. IX+220+58 pp. of vocabulary. 
Allyn and Bacon 1921. 

This book, which is evidently an American edition of the volume 
published in France by Didier in 1919, has a double interest for 
Americans at present, as M. Camerlynck, who is a well known 
teacher in France, was official interpreter for the French delegates 
to the Disarmament Conference. 

The authors describe the book as a Premiere Annee de Fran- 
cais, and state that it is equally useful for all students of any country, 
who wish to learn French. From the subject matter, however, 
it would seem to be best fitted for use in Junior High Schools or 
in first year classes where the students are immature. 

The first twenty lessons are considered preparatory lessons and 
give the concrete vocabulary of the class-room and the simple 
expressions of every day life. Then follows narrative material 
concerning the daily experiences of the Richard family. 

The authors expressly say that the book does not aim to replace 
the teacher. The vocabulary of each lesson is to be taught in class 
before the books are opened, using such direct method devices as 
are familiar to all. The book is intended particularly for home use, 
to aid the pupil in his review and study of what has been taught 
in class. After each lesson there is a devoir consisting of questions 
on the text and exercises involving drill in grammar. Under- 
standing of the text is to be considered as a minimum requirement. 
The ideal that the authors seek is to have the pupil not only know 
what is in the book, but to work it over so thoroughly that it 
becomes to him a usable possession. 
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The attack is upon the fundamental difficulties for the foreigner 
viz. the gender of nouns and the conjugation of verbs. The central 
idea is simplicity, the main thought being to teach a few things 
well. Only the big facts of grammar are treated and the exceptions 
are omitted. The verb is considered the key stone and the stress 
is laid on the two tenses most needed in conversation, the present 
and the past indefinite, with the infinitives and the participles. 
All the verbs most commonly used in speaking, whether they be 
regular, irregular or auxiliary, are taken up in the present tense. 
The preface states that the other tenses can be studied later. Of 
course, this is sound pedagogy, but after constructing a book on 
this principle one wonders why the authors devote seventeen 
pages in the back of the book to the complete conjugation of regu- 
lar and irregular verbs. 

The treatment of phonetics is as sane as the treatment of gram- 
mar. The use of phonetics is looked upon as an aid, and nowhere 
as an end in itself. This part of the work is not overstressed, but is 
made an auxiliary study, as it should be in a first year course with 
young students. The first twenty lessons are given in phonetic 
transcription in the back of the book. There is a key to the pho- 
netic symbols and phonetic exercises for oral drill. The songs and 
poems (seventeen of them in all) are also given in phonetic script. 

The vocabulary seems to have been carefully and thoroughly 
looked after. In addition to the regular French-English vocabu- 
lary, the words occurring in the text are classified for reference and 
vocabulary study under such headings as I'univers, la terre, le 
temps, Vhomme, le corps hutnain, la grammaire, etc. The adjectives 
and verbs are given with related words under each; and the 
adverbs and conjunctions also appear in the summary. 

A few mistakes in proof reading are noted: p. IV dessines for 
dessins; p. V aisement for aisement; p. 39, 6 des quatre members 
for des quatre membres; p. 143 les Matines for les matines. 

I cannot agree with M. Camerlynck on one point. He com- 
ments on the artistic effort that has been made to render the book 
attractive. The pen drawings are not well done and certainly 
do not add to the beauty of the text, which is apparently what 
he intended to have them do. However, they will probably aid 
in teaching the text as M. Camerlynck wishes it taught and so 
they will serve their purpose. 

The book will doubtless fill a want. It is simple, sane, does not 
try to cover too much ground, and has a human, vital quality that 
should make it a useful class text. 

Josette Eugenie. Spink 

School of Education, University of Chicago 



